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Mosque nears completion
Islamic members 
take look inside 
new center  

By SUE REID

Against the bitter cold outside on 

Monday was the warmth of emotions 

that filled Solon’s first mosque under 
construction on Liberty Road.

“It will be a central place for me 

and my family and other families to 

come and join together in prayer,” 

said Fouzia Ali, a resident of Aurora 

and a Chagrin Valley Islamic Center 

board member.  

Ms. Ali, who will head activi-

ties for women once the mosque 
opens this spring, explained some 

of the calligraphy in Arabic on the 

outside of the building. There are 

99 attributes for God, according to 

the Islamic faith, with a sampling of 

some adoring the mosque’s exterior.
Those include “the merciful” and 

“the forgiving,” she described.

Construction of the $2.5 million 

mosque, being built on a 5.84-acre 
parcel and measuring 7,000 square 
feet, is expected to be complete next 

spring in time for Ramadan, the 

Islamic holy month, which begins 

in April.

“It’s just beautiful,” Mayor 
Edward H. Kraus said, walking 

inside for the first time since the 
groundbreaking in May of 2018. 

“It reminds me a lot of when the 

Chabad Jewish Center was under 

construction.

“It makes you realize that having 

a building is more than a building,” 

Mayor Kraus continued. “You are 

building a community.”

Mayor Kraus joined members of 

the Islamic center board as they milled 

Solon 2021 city budget 
shows $843,000 deficit 
By SUE REID

Beginning his 14th year on Solon 
City Council, Councilman William 
I. Russo said he will, for the first 
time, not vote in favor of the city’s 
annual budget. It will also be the 
first unbalanced budget he is voting 
on, he noted.

The city is expected to enter 2021 
with an estimated operating deficit 
of $843,000 because of the projected 
revenue loss of between $3 million 
and $4 million this year linked to 
the ongoing coronavirus pandemic.

To offset this year’s projected 
deficit due to the pandemic, Finance 
Director Matthew Rubino had 
recommended the city dip into its 
budget stabilization, or rainy-day 
fund, which has a total of $7.5 

million currently.
“I’m not voting in favor of the 

budget,” said Mr. Russo, who repre-
sents Ward 7. “I’m starting my 14th 
year on council, and we never had 
a budget where we are spending 
more than we are taking in.”

A total general fund budget of 
$44 million is projected for next 
year, which is 3.9 percent lower 
than this year. 

Revenues are estimated at $43.2 
million and a capital plan amount-
ing to a total of $23.9 million is 
recommended.

Mr. Russo said the city is for-
tunate that the initial projected 
revenue loss of $7 million has come 
in much lower at the $3 million to 

City jail operations heading 

back to normal, chief says
By SUE REID

The Solon Police Department’s 
jail is running back to normal opera-
tions since a slowdown due to the 
coronavirus pandemic earlier this 
year, Chief Richard A. Tonelli said 
last week.

Chief Tonelli reported to mem-
bers of City Council Safety and 
Public Properties Committee that 
the use of the jail and total arrests 
have increased.

The jail population began to de-
cline around April and May, he said. 
Prior to the COVID-19 outbreak, 
the average daily jail population 
was about 12.

Chief Tonelli said the jail began 
to remove the restrictions that were 
placed in March and began to return 

to semi-normal operations in June 
by lifting most of those restrictions.

During the months of increased 
COVID-19 cases, the jail insti-
tuted restrictions linked to health 
guidelines on prisoners that would 
be accepted from both Solon and 
other contracting police agencies, 
Chief Tonelli explained. The jail 
also implemented a policy that 
officers entering the jail facility for 
routine matters would have their 
temperature checked as stipulated 
by the Ohio Department of Health, 
he added.

Jail visitations were canceled 
and changes were made to health 
screenings, Chief Tonelli continued. 
Corrections officers were required 
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Members of the Chagrin Valley Islamic Center prepare for the opening next spring of the city’s first mosque on Liberty Road. 
This week, members welcomed Mayor Edward H. Kraus to view the interior of the structure, which represents the first phase 
of the project. Pictured from left are Mayor Kraus, Dr. Syed Zaidi, Fouzia Ali, Masroor Malik and Nissan Suhail.
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Jail continued from Page 1

to wear personal protective equipment before 
administering breath tests. 

In addition, the courts started to postpone 
hearings and sentencing for cases.

A shift in operations also included everyone 
entering the jail had to complete a COVID-19 
screening before being allowed inside, includ-
ing all prisoners, staff and visitors. Masks were 
worn at all times and prisoners were spaced 
out as much as possible.

Numbers started to pick up in May, with 
the jail seeing an increase of 62 percent in 
the number of jail bookings and 62 percent 
increase in the number of inmates housed or 
held for other agencies from April. In June, 
the jail saw an increase of 54 percent in the 
number of jail bookings and a 62-percent 

increase in the number of inmates housed or 
held for other denies from May.

In July, that increase was 36 percent over the 
month prior for jail bookings and 26 percent 
for those housed or held for other agencies. 
In recent months, that increase has continued 
with just under a 20-percent increase.

Chief Tonelli said there have not been any 
COVID-19 positive inmates or staff members. 

In terms of revenue, Chief Tonelli said that, 
in 2019, the jail brought in $526,000. For 2020, 
that amount is projected to be $455,000. The 
average revenue for the past three years has 
been around $518,000, he said. 

Moving forward, Chief Tonelli said the jail 
has three major housing contracts that are up 
for renegotiations in 2021. In addition, the 
jail will be looking to generate additional 
revenue by housing sentence prisoners from 

other municipal courts.
On average for the past three years, it costs 

about $375,000 to operate the jail annually. 
The operational cost is expected to be below 
this average for 2020, Chief Toll added. 

The city’s jail is used by about 16 different 
communities, including Pepper Pike, Orange, 
Woodmere and Chagrin Falls, among others.

The jail also houses prisoners for the 
Cuyahoga County Jail and suspects being 
held by Cuyahoga County in any municipal 
facility without formal contract. The jail’s 
maximum capacity is 26. 

The full-service jail is comprised of 12 
employees including a jail administrator 
and both full-time and part-time corrections 
officers, and  the jail was part of the original 
construction of the police station on Solon 
Road, built in 1997.

Official says trees major factor in storm blackout  
By BARBARA CHRISTIAN

CHAGRIN FALLS – There is no mystery to 
why village residents and business owners 
lost power repeatedly for extended periods of 
time starting on Dec. 1, during the first major 
snowstorm of the 2020-21 winter season.

“Heavy wet, snow that kept falling and 
continued to develop,” said Dean Hayne, the 
Cleveland Electric Illuminating Company’s 
representative to Chagrin Falls. He met virtually 
with village council on Monday  during its 
regularly scheduled meeting.

Mr. Hayne introduced himself as a 30-
year veteran of parent company First Energy 
Corp. but a newcomer to CEI and just getting 
acquainted with its infrastructure.

The snow brought down trees and power 
lines along the rout of feeder lines that service 
the CEI substation on East Washington Street 
from facilities in Mayfield and Northfield.

“I’d estimate 98 percent of your wires are 
above ground.”

At its highest point, there were 2,400 custom-
ers without power in Chagrin Falls, he said. 
Most incidents of power outages were tree 
related, he said.

In addition, Mr. Hayne said it is “very, very 
rare both feeder lines would go at the same 
time. A third back up station on Bell Street 

services South Russell.”
Fire Chief Frank Zugan asked if a third or 

fourth feed could be added to the Chagrin Falls 
substation but did not get an answer.

Mr. Hayne said the station was built in the 
1960s but that did not make it obsolete. There 
are several substations with older technology 
still in operation in the CEI system, he said 
adding that rebuilding or replacing the station 
is not in the budget.

“The system being old doesn’t mean its 
bad,” he said, adding they get a thorough 
inspection and tune-up every year with repairs 
made as needed.  

Councilwoman Angela DeBernardo asked 
if the Chagrin Valley was hit harder than 
elsewhere in the region. The answer was no.

Mr. Hayne said Chagrin Falls was not the 
only town he had heard from. He is also 
representative to Geauga County.

“What can we do to help?” asked council 
President Erinn Grube “This is unsustainable 
in a pandemic.”

“You are not alone you are echoed by every 
other city official I talk to,” Mr. Hayne said.

“We try to get the information out to officials 
as soon as we can,” he said. “We don’t want 
you to be cold, nobody does.”

Time is spent on safety first. Mr. Hayne 

explained it takes time to assess the situation 
for safety of its employees and those that live 
in areas where wires are down. Mr. Hayne 
said in a big storm it could take a day or two 
just to assess.

At the suggestion of Councilman James 
Newell, Mr. Hayne said he would find ways 
to better communicate with public officials in 
the places he represents and noted that they 
can also email him. He acknowledged keeping 
residents advised is important but not easily 
accomplished.

Mayor William Tomko said the outages and 
annoying “brownouts” also serve to damage 
electronics which is costly.

According to Mr. Hayne, there are mitigating 
measures homeowners can take and products 
that can be purchase that can solve those 
problems and which are not necessarily the 
responsibility of the utility.

Mrs. .Grube asked Mr. Hayne to supply 
the village with data from the last storm so It 
can be posted on the village website where 
residents can gain access. 

Residents and business owners are invited 
to continue to ask questions which will be 
forwarded to Mr. Hayne. It is expected there 
will be future meetings with the CEI representa-
tive, council members indicated. 

Work to begin 
on Swine Creek, 
Legacy Woods 
projects in 2021
By BRIAN DOERING 

Geauga Park District board members 
Monday cleared the way for progress on 
the Swine Creek Reservation and Veterans 
Legacy Woods park projects by agreeing 
to the next steps of design and bidding. 

To maintain the schedule for construction 
in 2021, board approval was required 
for Swine Creek Lodge improvements 
estimated at $500,000 and Veteran’s Legacy 
Woods improvements estimated at $1.9 
million budget. 

“The goal is to bid the project next 
year for both Swine Creek Lodge and 
Veterans Legacy Woods improvements,” 
said Executive Director John Oros. Design 
details include the addition of a shelter, 
more bathroom facilities and a Veterans’ 
Tribute Plaza, he said.

Planning Director Matthew McCue stated 
that the mapping plan for Veterans Legacy 
Woods was broken up into three phases.

“The first phase includes reconfiguring 
the parking lot area. What we want to do 
there is create a little bit more separation 
between the pedestrian and vehicular traffic, 
so we’re trying to create that right now,” 
said Mr. McCue. “The second phase of the 
master plan was some restoration work on 
the property reforesting some of the old 
fairways and looking at possibly doing 
some screen restoration, and then the third 
phase would be reconfiguring the existing 
park into more of a trail system related to 
the park.”

Also discussed at the meeting was the 
restoration of approximately 500 lineal feet 
of stream channel and flood plain along 
a section of Spring Brook in Bass Lake 
Preserve. According to Mr. McCue, the 
restoration strategy is to stabilize eroding 
stream banks and reduce sediment and 
nutrient loading.

To maintain the 2021 schedule for the 
Spring Brook restoration project, the park 
board granted approval to move forward 
with a Request for Qualifications, known 
as RFQ, for design and building  services 
for the project with a ceiling of $209,000. 

“It is one of the few streams in the state 
of Ohio that has native American Brook 
Trout,” said Mr. Oros. “It is getting a lot 
of impact from Wilson Mills Road and we 
were fortunate enough to be able to receive 
grant funding.”

In other business, the park board ap-
proved an appropriations budget for 2021 
in the amount of $8.19 million, which 
is $481,293 more than the 2020 budget. 
Of this, $3,176,000 is slated for the land 
improvement fund for capital improvements 
in Swine Creek, Veterans Legacy Woods 
and Bass Lake Preserve. In 2020, land 
improvements totaled $2.15 million. 

“We continue to deliver on a promise 
to our residents to make existing park 
lands more accessible and enjoyable,” 
said Mr. Oros. “Our staff remains creative 
in providing one-of-a-kind facilities, park 
amenities, and the establishment of new 
trails for a variety of recreational users.”  

Park board members also approved a rev-
enue certification in the land improvement 
fund for monies received as a federal grant 
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
in the amount of $47,150.  The grant is a 
reimbursement for the Stapel’s Wetland 
Restoration Project.

Mr. Oros said the park board continues 
to improve the overall ecology of resident 
resources such as streams and aquatic habi-
tats.  “Our staff has developed outstanding 
partnerships and grant writing abilities that 
allow us to pursue outside grant funding 
through a variety of fund sources including 
Ohio EPA and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service,” said Mr. Oros.

The meeting was held via Zoom on 
Monday. The next Geauga Park District 
meeting is Jan. 11 at 8:30 a.m. with a 
location to be determined. 

around the main prayer area of the mosque, 
which featured 26-foot-high ceilings.

There, Mihrab windows depict the 
traditional shape of many mosques, said 
Masroor Malik, a board member from Solon, 
explaining the semicircular niche in the wall.

“It’s a form of Islamic art,” he said.
Overall, the goal architecturally, Mr. 

Malik continued, is that the mosque fits in 
with the neighborhood and community as 
a whole. It features a more modern design.

Board member Nissar Suhail, a resident 
of Auburn Township and structural engineer 
who worked on the building’s drawings, 
said the outside is unique for a mosque as 
it is more of a blend of midwestern style 
as opposed to a traditional mosque that is 
square with a round dome.

“We have more angular lines,” he said. 
Also, instead of the classic mosque’s mina-
ret, where a call to prayer is made, similar 
to a church bell, the Chagrin Valley Islamic 
Center mosque features a square tower as 
part of its architectural design.

Also, the exterior is more of a pinkish 
brick, he explained.

“It’s been a really fun project to be part 
of,” Mr. Suhail continued. “It’s always 
been a goal to get this built, and it will be 
a huge milestone once it is done.”

Dr. Syed Zaidi, a resident of Solon and 
building director for the project, visits the 
construction site daily. “I’m so excited.”

Work is going on at “full speed,” he said. 
“Soon we will have a place of worship.”

The building represents the first phase, 
with future phases including a community 
center. Discussion of the mosque’s construc-
tion has been ongoing since 2012.

“It feels real,” Mayor Kraus said survey-
ing the walls around him and the work 
of construction crews. “They are putting 
down roots here.

“I love to see the dreams become reality.”

Mosque continued from Page 1
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Chardon Square is decorated for the holidays, complete with twinkling lights 
and evergreen boughs. Last  Saturday, the city was met with fair temperatures 
in the 50s as they ushered in the holiday season with the  “Home for the 
Holidays Hot Cocoa Stroll” on the square.

Home for the holidays


